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• Background re BC overdose crisis
• Public health emergency
• We have learned the role of Public health is key…

 Improving monitoring and surveillance
 Immediate response to an overdose

 Drug use in observed/supervised settings
 Naloxone programs: THN and FORB

• Where next?
 Engaging people with lived experience
 Better access to safer drugs
 Reduce stigma / decriminalization

Overview
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Cette présentation a été effectuée le 5 décembre 2017 au cours de la journée « L’urgence de se 
préparer pour faire face aux surdoses de drogues au Québec » dans le cadre des 21es Journées 
annuelles de santé publique. L’ensemble des présentations est disponible sur le site Web des 
JASP à la section Archives au : http//jasp.inspq.qc.ca. 
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Provisional will change as cases closed; BCCS Oct 12, 2017
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/assets/gov/public-safety-and-emergency-services/death-investigation/statistical/illicit-drug.pdf
Data to Aug 31, 2017

*

Public Health Interventions

Illicit drug overdose deaths (IDD) and death 
rate/100,000 population

250250

THN 
program 

starts

PH Emergency 
declared

DOAP

BC Drug Overdose & Alert Partnership (2011)
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Communicating drug 
alerts

Modified 
materials to 

address 
concerns

Jan:

Sent surveys & 
urine strips

Feb – Mar:

Data collection

Hot off the press 
provisional 

results!

Findings
• Be timely  
• Be accessible & relevant

• Use simple language that implies harm
• Date posters & remove
• State what to look for and what can do

- Enable an informed decision
• Show actually care

• Avoid:
• Scare tactics and don’t do it messages

5Baljak Y, et al Int J Drug Policy (2015)  
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Where have deaths occurred?

Provisional – subject to change as cases closed; Data to July 31, 2017 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/public-safety/death-investigation/statistical-reports
BCCS Sep 7, 2017

89% inside 
locations

Private residence: driveways, garages, trailer, own/another’s residence
Other residence: hotels, motels, shelters, rooming house etc
Other inside: facilities, occupational sites, public buildings and businesses
Outside:    vehicles, streets/sidewalks, public parks, woods, camp grounds

Journées annuelles de santé publique 7



Who has died in 2017?

Provisional – subject to change as cases closed; Data to July 31, 2017 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/public-safety/death-investigation/statistical-reports
BCCS Sep 7, 2017

Age group (yrs) # deaths %
10-18 12 1.4

19-29 154 17.6

30-39 262 29.9

40-49 208 23.7

50-59 175 20.0

60-69 60 6.8

70+ 5 0.6

82% male

74% aged 30-59yrs

Percentage of illicit drug deaths in which 
fentanyl detected in BC

Provisional – subject to change as cases closed; Data to July 31, 2017 
http://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/safety/public-safety/death-investigation/statistical-reports
BCCS Sep 7, 2017
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http://www.bccdc.ca/health-
professionals/clinical-resources/harm-
reduction/overdose-data-reports

April 14th, 2016 BC Provincial Health Officer declared a 
Public Health Emergency under section 52 of the Public 
Health Act in response to the rise in opioid overdoses: 
https://t.co/fwEwCkmmx0

“The action will allow medical health officers throughout the province to 
collect more robust, real-time information on overdoses in order to 
identify immediately where risks are arising and take proactive 
action to warn and protect people who use drugs.”
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Public Health Emergency Declared

Public health emergency outcomes 
 Data linkage and overdose prevention services

Journées annuelles de santé publique 9



Overdose data linkage flow diagram   
PH teams identify analytic priorities

20% random sample BC residents  from client 
registry (de-identified) linked with FN flag and 
MoH records back to 2011
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http://www.fnha.ca/newsContent/Documents/FNHA_OverdoseDataAndFirstNationsInBC_PreliminaryFindings_FinalWeb.pdf
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Ministry Directives:
Overdose Prevention Services 
Dec 9, 2016 Ministerial order under Emergency 
Health Services Act and Health Authority Act

Public health led; develop guidelines

• Temporary safe spaces for people who use 
drugs to be monitored in case of overdose

• Sites throughout the province
• Sites vary between and within region

• Supportive housing facilities
• Existing harm reduction/drop-in sites 
• New stand alone sites
• Mobile sites 

• Collect minimum data

• Currently 24 OPS sites and >2,000 ODs 
reversed

Washington needle depot, East Hastings

File photo: KIM ANDERSON / iNFOnews.ca
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Supervised Consumption Sites; Public Health 
leads submissions and implementation

Fraser Health opens 2 sites June 2017
Illegal substances can be snorted or swallowed as well as injected
7 booths, 7am-1am, 7days/wk

1) Safe Point; 135A Street, Surrey Photo credit Georgia Straight

2) Quibble Creek Sobering and Assessment Centre 

Vancouver #3 SCS - Powell St Getaway July 28, 2017
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Community surveillance of fentanyl 
and fentanyl analogues
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Comprehensive overdose program (2012)

25

26

BC Take Home Naloxone kit
Case - changes with input 
Proud to carry naloxone
White zip - easy find in bag
Belt hook – easy to carry

Silver cross

Contents 
Amp snappers
3 amps naloxone 0.4mg/ml
3 safety needles
Breathing barrier

• Program evaluation qual and quant - youth
• Input from Community Advisory Board 
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Finding a site

http://towardtheheart.com/site-finder

About 1,000 
views/month
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BC take home naloxone sites

http://towardtheheart.com/naloxone/

In 2017 alone: 
29,000 kits dispensed 
6,850 OD reversals
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Need for training resources

New App
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Dec 1, 2016
Boxes with 5-20 doses of 
naloxone and OD supplies 
given to approved sites

Sites: Non-profit community 
organizations where people 
may overdose e.g. shelters, 
supportive housing, drop-in 
centres; Friendship Centres

Registered sites commit to 
• Develop OD response policy   
• Staff training, debriefing & support
• Plan exercises/drills to maintain staff competencies and train new staff
• Documentation to BCCDC: report naloxone use; BCCDC restocks supplies

To date 462 sites registered 
http://towardtheheart.com/naloxone/forb/program-modules

Facility Overdose Response Box program
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Summary 
 Public health is leading the response

 Coordinating intersectoral partners; task groups

 Collating, prioritising and analysing the data 

 Overseeing naloxone programs & data analysis

 Implementing OPS; application/implementation SCS

 Next steps 
 Engaging people with lived experience

 Reducing stigma & Reaching people who use alone 

 Interventions to alert when breathing slows/stops

 Evaluation of drug checking/drug testing

 Improving access to Rx & opioids of known content

 ?? Decriminalization; Regulation 
31
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